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Social networking tools

Partly because blogging is a form of networking and partly because a lot of
blogging is being done by Web innovators, many bloggers are heavily involved
with social networks, such as LinkedIn, Audioscrobbler, and Friendster.

What these sites aim to do is better connect you with your current group of
friends or colleagues and to build relationships between those with similar
interests. Sound a little like the network of relationships inherent to blogs
and blogging? It should! Being a member of these communities has intangible
benefits but definitely demonstrates an understanding of Internet trends and
technologies that only speaks well of you. Additionally, your accessibility
through these mediums encourages curious bloggers and readers to get in
touch directly. And, of course, getting hooked into the conversations going
on within these networks can generate buzz and readership for your blog.

Not all of these networks are useful to you, but think creatively about how
you can leverage these networks to add value and functionality to your busi-
ness blog.

Audioscrobbler

Audioscrobbler (www.audioscrobbler.com) collects information about the
music you listen to and then matches your musical tastes with that of other
users. The result is a list of recommended music and contacts with whom
you can talk in forums and form into groups (see Figure 8-5).
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